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go to war against Iradn 1991 wasin fact a deliberate choice period.

aimedat cripplingI r amilitasy and economic infrastructure.e Immediately after the cease-fire, all prisonefsvar will be
The US had grown apprehensive over the emergearideaqi released.

military power coupled with Iragi effortat modernization, e After the withdrawabf two-thirdsof all the Iraqi forces, the

including the creationof an impressive infrastructure and economic sanctions envisagéy the UN will ceaseto
industrial and technological base. Iraq achieve all theséodue apply.

the oil revenues which increased since its nationalizatfons The withdrawal of the forces wouldbe monitored by

oil companiesin 1972. In fact, the destructiorof I r a q ’céuntries not taking paih the conflict, mandatetb do so
military capability andts advanced infrastructure and served py the UN Security Coundi

US- Israeli interest] r a q * s military capability had Rog@@rane withdrawalof the Iragi forces from Kuwait has
strategic threato Israel dominationin the area. Duringvar ended the reasons for the corresponding Security Council

the US allied forces destroyed mosbf the military  yesolutions will ceaseto exist, and therefore these
infrastructure together with mudf the civilian infrastructure  regolutions will ceast be effective.

through exhausted remote controlled precision bombings. This

strategy wasto enable Israelo become the strongest andys president George Bush said that after examining the

dominant powem the region. “ Mo s cSotwa t e mnd ndiscussingt with my “Seni or
" ) advisand after“ e xt ensonsyal twth iowrns ”

On 157 February1991, Iraq announced that was readyto  coglition partners, | have decided that the i has comeo

accept UN Securly Council Resolution and withdraw itSmake public with specificity just exactly whist requiredof
forces from Kuwait. This raised hopes that the inathe Gulf |raq if a graind waris to bea v o i dviest important, the

could be ended without any further bloodshed. The W85 coalition will give Saddam Husseinu nnodn Baturdago do
announcedy the Ruling Revolutionary Command (RC®) what he must do began his immediate and unconditional
described thimsa® n e ¢ e first sierpywhich was* 1 i n kygthrawal from Ku wa iWe”must hear publicly and

to a numbeof other developments, including: authoritatively his acceptancé theseterms *

* A total cease-fire and the cancellatimi all Security On 24" February1991, after all the destruction which had
Council resolutions since the invasiohKuwait. taken placén Kuwait, and after the coalition ground offensive

e A withdrawal of all the coalition forces and material withirhad begurto liberate Kuwait. The Soviet Foreign Ministry
one monttof thecease-fire. spokesman, Mr. Churpin read a statement. Indicating that the

e Comprehensivé&JN guaranteesf “ I r a q > s histonic rghiset Foreign Government regretted thad real chanceo
land andats e a ” . solve the conflict peacefully and achieve the goaldgeiN

e Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories, the Golé®ecurity Council resolutions has beeni s s @ad ’‘the
Heights and South Lebanon and the applicatibnUN eveningof 25" February1991,the* I r Armyibegan pulling
resolutions similarto these adopted against Iréfglsrael outof Kuwaitin a stateof mountingp a n iThke’hext day , the
refusego do so. de facto withdrawal was made officidly a“ b r o agivena s t

¢ Political agreement Kuwait “ b a sipondthe willof the by Saddam Hussein and the Kuwait Resistamoe v ¢ me n t
people and their righto practice democracy and nohthe was in full control of the city. On February 27" Iraq
basisof the rights acquiretly theAl-Sabahf a mi 1 y . »announced thafit would unconditionally accept th&N

e The cancellationof all debts owedby Iraq and other SecurityC o u n darésodlutions regarding the Gulf crisis.
countriesin the region which have suffered from the war On 27" Februaryl991,the US president, Mr. George Bush
countries which have participatedthe aggressio??. declared victory over Iraq and saitl:K u wis liberated ;

I ragq’ isadefepted; our Military objectives aree 2> .

In the West, the initial reaction was deeply skeptical aidiisis not a time for excited happiness, certainly not a time

within six hours after the announcemdn§ President George to triumph, butit is a timeof pride... thisis a victory for all

Bush had concluded r e g ryethet leadi statement nowmankind and for the rulef law.

appearsto be cruel ah o a e.White house Spokesman

Marlin Fitzwater said that Iragi President Saddam Huss&nl n d iRe@sponsdo Iraq- Kuwait Crisis

was“ ¢ 1 etryingltoymanipulate somebody here buts not

clea what his purpose is? India was caughby between the proverbial rock and a hard

over the Iragi invasiomf Kuwait on August 2° 1990.0n

The dramatic announcemeitt Moscow on 22" February the other hand, India was dependentiraq and Kuwait for

1991, that Iragi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz had given &0% of its annual oil imports andn additions to a

“ p o s iresponsetd peace proposalby Soviet President substantial trade relationshipn estimated 185,000 Indian

Mikhail Gorbachev climaxed a weelof “ 1 a d i t cworkers were stranded the areaf hostilities.On the other

manoeuvringo avoid a full-scale ground offensity theUS-  hand, Iraq a secular statea region dominateddy Muslim

led coalition forcego liberate Kuwait. Accordingo Soviet fundamentalists and feudal monarchies, had been a

Spokesman, Vitaly Ignatenko, aftért h r discgsdion and traditional friendof India and had supportddn d jpasition

exchangeofv i e the tvo sides cam® the conclusion that onthe Kashmir dispute.

it was possibleé‘t dind a way outof the military conflictin

the PersinG u | aforig the following line&’ There was apparentign external dimensiomoI n di a * s les
¢ Iraq announces a full, unconditional withdrawdéits forces than forth right condemnatiawf the Iragi invasion. One day
from Kuwait. after lraq occupied Kuwait came newsf the US

e The withdrawalof forces will take place during a fixeddevelopmentof naval forcein the Gulf. Given India anti-
Pithy to the involvemenbf extra regional powetlis regional
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conflict such a development was seas“ o mi n byu s rélations with Iraq, New Delhi must recognized that the
Indian foreign policy makers. “ Iqrimvasionof Kuwait challenged the basisf United
India tendencyo regard the Iraq- Kuwait crisis (Gulf crisis) Nations itself and the energy security and financial stability
as“ j wwto t fegiondl conflict and the consequent needof thew o r 1THeY questioned the prevalent view that Arab
to keep extra regional poweeg bay appareht shapedts  problems were best solvdiyy the Arab themselves. Given
response. New Delhi was piqued over the speed with whicthe threatto internatioral order and stability poseby the

the United States respondexthe situatioff. Iragi occupation, they argued thHatiwas unrealistit¢o think

of dealing withit in regional intro- Aralz o n t*%% x t ”

India on the other hand, was indeed, not very suppouive

external involvementn regional conflict.On the otherit Moreover,it was becoming increasingly clear tHatd i a * s
allowed theUS and allied forces fighter plane for refueling perceived softness toward Irag and ambiguous respgonse
fromI ndi a’ sl arpoiiramary at this stage, was the the allied actions had the potenttal harm its trade and
safely and repatriationf its more than a million workers diplomatic relations, not only with gulf region but also with
strandedin the gulf region.To this end, India secured the the western countriga the anti- Iraq coalition.

UN sanctions committees permissianthe endof August

1990to sail a cargo vessel carrying 10,000 tohgrainsto 6. War and India’® Attitude

the Iragi portof Basra for Indian national¢n addition the

government dispatched two passengrsships and sent Between the Iragi invasioof Kuwait and theallied powers
Indian air force planeso evacuate Indians from the area. combined attackn Iraqto liberate Kuwait, there was a shift
However, its decisionto send food Shipmentm the Iraqi in powerin India from the Janat@al government headdny
port of Basra was seein some western capitalas a  v.p Singhto thatof the] a n aled by’Chandra Sekhar. The
backdoor attemptto undermine the sanctions imposedChandra Sheker government assumed power, there were
against Iradf During the first two month®f crisis India seriaus dangersto I n d iUnitysand integrity, and its
repeatedly called for th&soonest pOSSible withdrawads economy, passing a serious Cha”engeg;he government_
Iraqi force fromK u w a a@nd expressed its opposititmany  Moreover, the government was confronted with a dilemma
“un i | actior outsidle the frameword buildup by the  \ith regardto its foreign policy : whetheto throwin its lot
united sates and Britdh with the allied powers whappearto be sure winnersr to
standby a good friend like Irag which was sute safer
India responseto the lIragi occupationof Kuwait was  defeat.An effort has been made hdreanalyze the response

ambiguous. The V.P Syh, Government, reluctantito  of the strategies adopteuy it in order to cope with the
condemn Iraq becausd this country traditional friendship ¢ritical situation.

with it, concentratedn the repatriatiorof around 180,000

I n d i teappedin Kuwait and Irag. His government later However, after the commencenteof operation Desert
denounced the Iraqgi action and demandsdwithdrawals  Stormon 17 January ,1991 Prime Mister Chandra Shekar
from Kuwait but did not take any worth while dlplomatlc appea|edt0 president Saddam Hussetn announce the
initiative to restore the gulf conflict. commencemendf immediate withdrawalof troops from
Kuwait unconditionally in compliance with a dozen
India interests with Iragi actiom Kuwait for its oil. We  resolutionsof the UN Security Councif®. S h ¢ k happealss
know mostof the our oil comes from the gulf regiof'sG u 1 find the statementsy foreign Minister V.C Shuklan Which
mo n eiry the formof remittance froml n d i a * s irworkifihad spoken against any link betwden a upconditional
Iraq and the Gulf sates has become a significant smirce \ithdrawal from the Kuwait and the Palestine issues were
upward mobilityin recent years. Then there was major  noted with appreciatioby the US State Department.
problem of evacuationof T n d i fiom ’Kewait and Iraq,
which the governmentof V.P Singh managed fairly |nterestingly,in late Januaryl991it was revealed the since
efficiently™. January 9 India had allowedUS military aircraft to use
refueling facilitiesat three airportsn India and route from
India foreign minister 1.K Gujral expressed n d i aties Philippinesto the Gulf. The government defended
displeasureat* t Breat issuesf thed a éing decidedh  granting theuseof transit and refueling facilitie® US. Air
the capitalsof a few majorp o we'r Fhus it can be  force transport planes carryinign dethals u p p bnithes ”
surmised that India waat first opposedo the development grounds that this was i keeping with our friendly bilateral
of western forces iits vicinity asthis violated the principle ¢ | a twithh the United Staté% According to some
of keeping the region freef external power involvement. anpalysts, the American decisitmrefuel planesn India was
I n d iniial reactionof the half-heartedn supportof the  djictated by political, not military needsAs Jasijit Singh
International consensus largely becaoséNew D e 1 1ad ° pointed out = t WSAF could not have possibly needed
eXtrapOlate from India- Pakéest relations and its failuréo use Bombapsstaging post for m|||tary reasons alone, given
take cognizancef the New realitieof the post-cold war the short fight time, about5 minutes , from Bombay (now
era. Mumbai) to gulf and relatively small magnitudef the
refueling operatiot.
However, this did not mean thhtn d i a > s “apparént ne s s ”
toward Iraq and its anti-western stance during the initiabn the questiorf the refuelingof the American planes, the
stageof the crisis had the broad suppoftits foreign policy  first salvo against the government was fitgcthe Congress
community. Indian air commodore Jasjet Singh aGd  party which charged the government with having deviated
Subrahmanyamwf the Government run institute for Defense from the path of nonalignment. It also accused the

studies and analyses a argued thapiteof I n d i a * s frighgl¥nmenbf having betrayed a close friend like Iraq, and
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neglecting the causef Palestinians. Theg o v e r n meumablé alsao broker peae, India in the aftermathof the
policy of allowing the American plane® be refueled, the crisis, found its self sidelinesh the international scene.
congress party charg&dad made Indianally aswell asa
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